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ÅFunding Source- Health Resources and Services Administration

ÅGrantee- Texas Department of Rural Affairs working cooperatively with The Texas 

A&M Health Science Center Rural and Community Health Institute and the Texas Tech 

Health Science Center Telemedicine Service 

ÅPurpose- Improve the safety, quality, efficiency and effectiveness of healthcare 

deliver y through HIT implementation.  Specific focus was ñcommunity connectivityò for 

the purpose of health information exchange.

ÅGrant period- September 07- February 09 

ÅCommunity Characteristics-

ÅRural or frontier community

ÅDemonstrate sustainability (community commitment)

ÅActive quality improvement program with data to support outcomes

ÅEmphasis on CCHIT certification

Background: 
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Parmer Medical Center ï

Friona, TX

Collingsworth General Hospital ï

Wellington , TX

Northwest Texas Hospital -

Amarillo, TX (Tertiary)

Texas Tech Health Science Center ï

Lubbock, TX 
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Connecting Communities
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ÅStandardization- A standardized model and plan for forms, orders, clinical 

documentation and training that will reduce overall implementation cost.

ÅStreamlined Compliance- RAC audit readiness, core measures tracking and 

reporting, as well as risk management cost avoidance. 

ÅRemote Record Access- The web-based platform will enable secure remote and 

mobile access to electronic patient records.

ÅReduced IT Resource Needs- Via the SAS and ASP procurement options.

ÅTraining and Adoption- The Train-the-Trainer and E-learning modules provide 

for efficient and scalable training and system adoption methods.
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Challenges
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Benefits of Certified EHR Technology

OPUS

ÅBetter standards- Ensure the 

communication used during ordering 

and documenting is complete, 

automate charting based off your 

workflow.

ÅBetter care- Interdisciplinary care 

planning that builds itself, clinical 

decision support, visual reminders for 

past due activities.

ÅImproved Charge Capture- Capture 

charges from ordering, resulting, or 

even charting.

ÅReduce IT demand- Run the entire 

package without a data center and 

without the upfront costs.



Texas Rural Health Forum

November 9-10, 2009

ÅAccess to information- Opening a 

chart anywhere at anytime, patient 

information in seconds rather than 

minutes, and pocket access to 

patient information

ÅEnhanced communication-

Interdisciplinary patient data available 

through provider-centered dashboard 

and reports that provide a clinical 

ósnapshotô for the patient.

ÅImproved care management-

Centralized clinical reminders, visual 

cues for unseen critical patient 

results, faxing of reports to consulting 

providers.

Benefits
Providers
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