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Overview

ÅWhatõs Happening in Washington 

ÅHealth Care Reform 

ÅRecent Regulatory Activity

ÅResources for Rural Providers 



About Office of  Rural Health Policy
Â Created in 1987 to address the problems for rural 

hospitals that arose from the implementation of  the 

Prospective Payment System (PPS).

Â Serves as the voice for rural within the Department of  

Health and Human Services

Â Administers grant programs, makes policy 

recommendations, and facilitates research on rural health.

Â Coordinates border health and intergovernmental affairs 

(Commissions) for HRSA



Current Health Care Challenges

ÁEconomic Recession 

ÁIncreases in the Uninsured, Underinsured

ÁDecreased Revenues for Providers

ÁWorkforce Recruitment and Retention

ÁIncreased Focus on Quality and Reporting

ÁResources/Infrastructure Needs



Whatõs Going On In Washington?





ÂHealth Insurance Reform Solutions 

ÂExpand Health Care Workforce 

ÂRe-Emphasizing Primary Care

Â Improving Access and Health Outcomes

ÂStrengthening Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP

Health Care Reform Principles



Themes for Transforming 

Health Care Delivery

ÁValue-based purchasing for hospitals & CAHs

ÁAccountable Care Organizations 

ÁPatient Centered Medical Home 

ÁBundling of Payments & Readmissions

ÁRural Hospital Provisions
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