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AWhat 6s Happening in
A Health Care Reform
A Recent Regulatory Activity

A Resources for Rural Providers



About Office of Rural Health Policy

A Created in 1987 to address the problems for rural
hospitals that arose from the implementation of the
Prospective Payment System (PPS).

A Serves as the voice for rural within the Department of
Health and Human Services

A Administers grant programs, makes policy
recommendations, and facilitates research on rural hes

A Coordinates border health and intergovernmental affai
(Commissions) for HRSA



Current Health Care Challenges

A Economic Recession

A Increases in the Uninsured, Underinsured
A Decreased Revenues for Providers

A Workforce Recruitment and Retention

A Increased Focus on Quality and Reporting
A Resources/Infrastructure Needs
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Introduction

Throughout rural America, there are nearly 50 million people who face challenges in accessing health care. The past several decades have
consistently shown higher rates of poverty, mortality, uninsurance, and limited access to a primary health care provider in rural areas. With
the recent economic downturn, there is potential for an increase in many of the health disparities and access concerns that are already
elevated in rural communities. Hard Times in the Heartland provides insight into the current state of health care in rural areas and the
critical need for health care reform.

S0l fI for F.
Health Care and the Rural Economy T ———
High poverty rates and job loss in the current economic recession highlight the Other private Directly from W Public
challenges of accessing health care and rising health care costs in rural areas. nsurance agent programs

Rates of poverty are higher, with 15% of people in rural areas living below the poverty 4%
level compared to 12% of people in urban areas.

The rural economy is dominated by small businesses, which are struggling as the cost of
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Health Care Reform Principles

A Health Insurance Reform Solutions

A Expand Health Care Workforce

A ReEmphasizing Primary Care

A Improving Access and Health Outcomes

A Strengthening Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIF



Themes for Transforming
Health Care Delivery

AValuebased purchasing for hospitals & CAHS
AAccountable Care Organizations

APatient Centered Medical Home

ABundling of Payments & Readmissions
ARural Hospital Provisions
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