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Many New Initiatives Under Way
With Help of Active Members
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President's Message

Deadlines Approaching

þþþþþ Complete & Mail your registration today!
þþþþþ Tell colleagues/friends they shouldn’t miss

this conference!
þþþþþ Guarantee now your Holiday Inn &

Towers hotel reservation! Special rates thru
Aug. 20 at $62/room night (1-4 persons).
Call 806-763-1200;refer to group name:
TRHA & TRDC Rural Partnering Conference.

Program • Reservation & Registration Forms
pages 3-5

We are
  halfway

through the
calendar year,
rushing into the
2nd Annual Joint
Conference of
the Texas Rural
Development
Council and the

Texas Rural Health Association.
Last fall’s conference was a
success and we are hoping that
this year’s gathering will be able
to address a number of issues
identified in Kerrville.  We expect
to see you September 17-19 in
Lubbock!

Your association has been
working on a number of initiatives
this year and I will list a few that
impact health care for rural citizens.

• TRHA is participating on the
TrailBlazer Health Enterprises,
LLC, Intermediary Advisory
Committee reviewing local medi-

cal policy drafts for Medicare Part
A services prior to finalization of
policies for providing healthcare
services to rural residents.

• A TRHA board member serves
on the rural healthcare work group
at the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid services (CMS) Region VI
advisory meetings.

• The association was asked to
nominate rural providers to serve
on the Texas Department of
Health’s Radiological Advisory
Committee.

• TRHA recently conducted a
meeting of the medical schools,
public health education institu-
tions, and associations serving rural
health issues so that we can build a
better understanding of the special
needs of rural communities.

• Our support was solicited by
the Texas Department of Health on a
project for TB patients in East Texas.

• The Colorado Rural Health
Center (state office of rural health)

has asked for our technical assistance
in the continuing formation of their
state rural health association.

• Our board members have
taken an active role in either
participating or attending the
public hearings and executive
board meetings of the Office of
Rural Community Affairs
(ORCA) as we continue to de-
velop a supportive relationship
with this new agency.

• TRHA board members have
represented Texas at the National
Rural Health Association (NRHA)
Policy Institute in March and the
NRHA Skills Building Workshop
in July, both in Washington DC,
and also at its 25th Annual Con-
ference in May in Kansas City.

• A TRHA board member
serves on NRHA’s conference
planning committee for its 2003
conference in Salt Lake City.

At the beginning of my term, I
asked for association members to
get involved.  You need to work
and be ever vigilant to make sure
that we who live in the rural areas
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2002 Events Calendar

of the state are voicing our con-
cerns, not only for ourselves, but
for communities that do not have
access to the rule makers.  We all
need to talk to the decision mak-
ers who impact the healthcare we
receive.  You have done a great
job!  You have to communicate
with the legislators and regula-
tors, but you also have to talk to
your healthcare providers to see
what they need to keep healthcare
services in their communities.

This summer is coming to a

close and medical student rural
rotations are ending.  Did you
have an aspiring student doctor,
student physician assistant, or
student advanced nurse practitio-
ner training in your community
this year?  You need to “grow
your own” as they say, and what
better way to have healthcare
providers come to the country to
practice medicine than to show
them early the benefits of rural

Texas School Nurse Workshop
Region XVII Ed. Serv. Center

Lubbock •July 25-26

TARHC Annual Conference
Texas Assoc. of Rural Hlth Clinics

August 1-2 • Austin
Info: 512-420-0045

Healthfind, Office of Rural
Community Affairs

September 13-15 • Austin
Info:  www.orca.state.tx.us

 RURAL PARTNERING:
ROADMAP TO SUCCESS

2nd Annual Conference
Texas Rural Health Association-

Texas Rural Development Council
September 17-19 • Lubbock

Info:  www.trha.org

2nd Annual Leadership Conf.
Texas Nurses Association
Austin • September 19-20

Info: 512-452-0645

Fall Summit
Texas Medical Association
Austin • September 20-21

Info: 512-370-1300

Fall CME Conference
Texas Assoc. of Physician Assistants

El Paso •September 27-29

living.  Next year, check with
your community doctors and
hospitals to see if they are getting
these students in for rural train-
ing and get involved to make
them feel welcome and wanted.
Who knows, someday that stu-
dent just might be your family’s
health care provider.

Creative partnering has helped
TRHA achieve solid solu-

tions to rural problems in the
past.  The latest example is the
selection of retiring State Repre-
sentative Bob Turner as TRHA’s
Director of Communications and
Development, effective July 1.
Rep. Turner’s rural background,
his 11 years in the Texas House,
and his involvement with the
Rural Caucus will bring another
knowledgeable perspective to the
TRHA decision-making table.

“I am really excited about the
opportunity to work from this
side of the table for the Texas
Rural Health Association, for a
change, after having worked for
them so long from the legislative
perspective,” Rep. Turner said.

Since 1991, when he was first
elected, Rep. Turner has served
the 73rd district in the Texas
House, a rural district which
includes 17 counties in West and
Central Texas.  He has been a
leader in the House, chairing the

Committee on Public Safety and
serving on the House Land and
Resource Management Commit-
tee and is a member of other
caucuses and coalitions.  Rep.
Turner served on the Interim
Select Committee on Ag Policy
and was named to the Ag Policy
Board by Speaker Pete Laney.
Governor Rick Perry appointed
him to the Governor’s Task Force
on Homeland Security.

Rep. Turner is a fourth-genera-
tion Texan from Voss, in Coleman
County.  He and his wife Ann Gale
live, farm, and raise sheep on the
Turner family farm established in
Voss in 1903.  Other than farming
and ranching, Rep. Turner is
executive director of the Coleman
Development Company, Inc.

Before his work in rural eco-
nomic development and service
in the Legislature, he owned and
operated Bob Turner’s Western
Wear for 20 years and served
with distinction in the U.S. Army
Reserve for 35 years.

Bob Turner named TRHA C&D Consultant
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2002 Fall Conference & Exhibit Show • September 17-19, 2002
Holiday Inn Hotel & Towers • Lubbock, Texas

Presented by
Texas Rural Health Association & Texas Rural Development Council

PROGRAM SCHEDULE & EVENTS

SAVE REGISTRATION FEE $$$
Early Registration Deadline

September 6

Tuesday, September 17
10 am - 5 pm Registration open
10 - 11:30 am TRHA Board meeting
11am – 4 pm Exhibits open
Opening Session
1 - 1:30 pm Honor Guard and presentation of flags;

Welcomes: Ramsey Longbotham, TRHA
President; Dennis Engelke, TRDC Chair

1:30 - 1:45 Keynote:  The Challenge for Rural
Texas Honorable James “Pete” Laney,
Speaker, Texas House of Representatives

1:45 - 2:30 Office of Rural Community Affairs
Update Sam Tessen, Executive Director

Education Track Sessions
TRDC Track
3 - 4:00 pm Workforce Development, Part 1
4 - 5:00 Workforce Development, Part 2
TRHA Track One
3 - 4:00 pm Cultural Competency Rose Jones, PhD
4 - 5:00 Rural Nursing Solutions Mary Wain-

wright MS, RN; Susan McKee, MEd;
Laura Logan, BSN, RN; Helping Com-
munities Grow and Keep Their Own
Patricia Holden-Huchton, DSN, RN,
ACRN; Myrna Armstrong, EdD, RN,
FAAN; Sharon Hinton, RN

TRHA Track Two
3 - 4:00 pm AIDS Research with Occupational

Therapists Neal Latman, PhD; Valerie
J. Knotts, MS, OTR, FAOTA; Taking the
Show on the Road Rural HepC Train-
ing Susan McKee MEd; Laura Logan,
BSN, RN

4 - 5:00 Public Health and Rural Health in an
Economic Development Framework
James L. Alexander, PhD; Rural Phar-
macy Clerkships: Components of Suc-
cess Charles Seifert; Gary Collins

5:30 - 7:00 Reception (light snacks, cash bar)

Wednesday, September 18
8 am - 5 pm Registration open
8 am - 3 pm Exhibits open
General Sessions
8:15 - 8:45 am David Smith, MD, Chancellor,

Texas Tech University System
8:45 - 9:30 Rural Homeland Defense:

Is there really a rural threat or is this
just politics?   Jack Colley, Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety; Spencer Reid,
Texas General Land Office; Ken Olsen,
City of Lubbock Emergency Services

Education Track Sessions
TRDC Track
10 - 11:00 am Telecommunications, Part 1
11 - 12 Noon Telecommunications, Part 2
TRHA Track One
10 - 11:00 Healthcare Performance Evaluation for

Two West Texas Rural Communities
Alyce Ashcraft, PhD; Tom Xu, PhD;
Healthcare Admissions Planning Ser-
vice Meredith Stanford

11 - 12 Noon Rural Healthcare Down Under Richard
Hoeth; Appropriate Antibiotic Use
Dora Hernandez

TRHA Track Two
10 - 11:00 Linkages for Rural Tele-Psychiatry

Nancy Speck, PhD; Susan Rushing;
Jeanette Hartshorn, RN, PhD, FAAN

11 - 12 Noon Rural Economic and Community
Health Partnerships (REACH) Lu Ann
Aday, PhD; Mike Easley; Claude Ross;
Natalie Silhan; James Speer

12 Noon-1:30 Walkabout Lunch in Exhibit area
Education Track Sessions
TRDC Track
1:30 -2:30 pm TRDC Business Meeting
3  - 4:00 Resource Team Update - Community

Assessments

continued on page 4
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Registration Fee
Full registration fee includes all education sessions,
materials, and food/beverage events.  Individual
registration days are available.  Reduced full reg-
istration fee is $125 on or before September 10;  af-
ter September 10 the on site full registration fee is
$150 (cannot guarantee availability of Wednesday/
Thursday luncheon/reception tickets).
Hotel, Rates & Reservations
The Holiday Inn Hotel & Towers, 801 Avenue Q,
Lubbock TX 79401, is the conference hotel.
Special Rates (available before August 20):  $62.00
per room (1 to 4 persons).
Reservations: For special reduced room rates, re-
fer to group name: TRHA & TRDC Rural Partnering
Conference.  Call Holiday Inn at 806-763-1200 or
toll free 800-465-4329.
Parking: FREE parking available.
Special Needs
Identify any special needs (diet, disability, etc.) you
require while attending this conference.  Note need
on form or call 512-990-7755.

Dress Casual Days
Dress comfortably.  Carry a jacket/sweater.  Room
temperatures may vary.
Cancellation & Refund
Written notice of cancellation for refund must be re-
ceived by September 6, 2002.  A $25 administrative
fee will be charged.  NO REFUND after 9/6/02.
Tax Deductions
The registration fee is not deductible as a charitable
contribution.  However, it may be deductible un-
der other provisions of the IRS Code.
Accreditation
Continuing education credits/units have been requested for phy-
sicians, registered and vocational nurses, physician assistants,
social workers and licensed professional counselors.  Continuing
education credit for registered nurses and licensed vocational
nurses is approved by UT at Arlington School of Nursing (UTASN).
UTASN is approved as a provider of continuing education in nurs-
ing by the Texas Nurses Association, which is accredited as an
approver of continuing education in nursing by the American
Nurses Credentialing Center ‘s Commission on Accreditation. This
approval meets Type I criteria for mandatory continuing educa-
tion requirements towards relicensure as established by the Board
of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas.

REGISTRATION FEES, HOTEL RATES-RESERVATIONS & GENERAL INFORMATION

PROGRAM SCHEDULE & EVENTS
TRHA Track One
1:30 - 2:30 pm The Role of Academic Health Science

Centers in Developing a Rural Health
Policy for Texas Ben Raimer, MD, Vice
President for Community Outreach,
UTMB; Patti Patterson, MD, Vice Presi-
dent of Rural and Community Health,
TTUHSC; Nancy Dickey, MD, President,
Texas A&M HSC (invited)

3 - 4:00 Recruitment and Retention of Health
Care Providers in Rural East Texas
Ingrid Bowden; Kelli Glenn; Dexter
Jones

TRHA Track Two
1:30 - 2:30 pm no session
3:00 - 4:00 20 Years Later - An Update of HIV and

AIDS Jamie Shields

General Sessions
4 - 4:30 pm Gilbert Gonzalez, Deputy Under-

secretary for Policy and Planning,
USDA-Rural Development (invited)

4:30 - 5:00 Marcia Brand, PhD, Director, Office of
Rural Health Policy, HRSA

5:00 Dinner on your own

Thursday, September 19
7:30 - 8:30 am Poster Presentations with Taco breakfast
8 - 11:00 Registration open

Education Track Sessions
TRDC Track
8:30 - 9:30 am TBA
10:00 - 11:15 Rural Transportation
TRHA Track One
8:30 - 9:30 am The Process for Becoming a Federally

Qualified Health Center Daniel Diaz
10 - 11:15 Rural Telemedicine Applications Sid

Ontai, MD; Jeanette Hartshorn, RN,
PhD, FAAN; Jon Phillips; Charles Seifert,
PharmD, FCCP, BCPS

TRHA Track Two
8:30 - 9:30 am Understanding HIPAA Becky Peal-

Sconce
10 - 11:15 Tools of the Rural Hospital CEO’s

Survival Kit Speakers TBA
Closing Session
11:30 am-2 pmHelen Farabee Luncheon & Awards

(USDA Rural Development; TRDC;
TRHA Communities That Care; and
Marion Zetzman Award)
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REGISTRATION APPLICATION

  For Conf.Admin. Use Only:    Check # _______     Amt. Enclosed $_________    Date Rec’d ____________

QUESTIONS?  Call 512/990-7755; Fax: 512/252-2965; E-mail: txrha@aol.com

Please PRINT/TYPE Information Requested

RURAL PARTNERING: ROADMAP TO SUCCESS
2002 Fall Conference & Exhibit Show • September 17 - 19, 2002

Holiday Inn Hotel & Towers • Lubbock, Texas

name + credentials (MS, PhD, CHE, etc.) name/nickname for badge

employer/affiliation title/position

mailing address city state ZIP

day phone fax e-mail

CHECK ONE:   ❑  TRHA Member       ❑ TRDC Member       ❑ Exhibitor Rep      ❑ Other ________________

FULL CONFERENCE Registration  (includes reception, lunches, and breakfast)
By Sept. 10 1 After Sept. 10 2 Subtotals

Attendee listed above $125 $150 ________
1Date fee must be received at office  2Cannot guarantee availability of food/beverage tickets

DAILY (by day) Registration  (includes applicable lunch, reception, breakfast)

By Sept. 10 1 After Sept. 10 2

 ❑ Tuesday, Sept. 17 $40 $55 ________

 ❑ Wednesday, Sept. 18 $65 $80 ________

 ❑ Thursday, Sept. 19 $55 $70 ________
1Date fee must be received at office   2Cannot guarantee availability of food/beverage tickets

ADDITIONAL  FOOD/BEV TICKETS (reception, lunches, breakfast – Ed sessions NOT included)

 ❑ Three-day Food/Bev Deal  – $60 (all food/bev functions)     Qty.____  X   $60   =________

 ❑ Individual ticket quantities :

Tuesday : ___Reception X  $10 =___           = ________

Wednesday : ___Walkabout Lunch X $20 = ____           = ________

Thursday : ___Breakfast X $10 = ____  +____ Awards Lunch X  $22.50 = ___  = ________

    TOTAL  of All Amounts  $________
SELECT METHOD OF PAYMENT

 ❑ Check/Money Order OR           Credit Card:   ❑ MasterCard    ❑ VISA

      Payable to TRHA     Card Holder Name_____________________________________

      Amount enclosed: $_________     Credit Card #__________________________  Exp Date_______

    Signature_____________________________________________

Send registration form with payment to :
Rural Partnering Conference, PO Box 2337, Austin TX 78768-2337

Free T-Shirt–CIRCLE  SIZE:
SM   MED   LG    X-LG    XX-LG

Check the day you will attend:
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Breaking down the geographi-
cal barrier to nursing educa-

tion is one of the main goals of
the eLine Partnership, a three-
year project in the federal Fund
for the Improvement of Post-
secondary Education’s Learning
Anywhere Anytime Partnerships.
In collaboration with Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi
(TAMU-CC), Del Mar College,
and others, eLine Partnership is
developing an entry-level nursing
curriculum which will be avail-
able through the internet, anytime
and anywhere.  The goal is to
educate nurses needed for the
evolving health care needs of the
population.

The innovative eline Partner-
ship is working with the existing
nursing curricula at TAMU-CC
and Del Mar and admission
through these colleges will begin
in the fall of 2002.  The project
will be of special interest to
students in rural areas who might
not otherwise be able to obtain a
degree in the traditional class-

eLine Partnership Breaking Access
Barriers to Nursing Education

by Susan Medina, MS, MA
Office of Academic Affairs, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

room environment.  On entering
the eLine initiative, each student
will be able to designate a choice
of degree and institution, and
proceed through smaller portions
of content at an individual pace.

Other collaborators in the
partnership are the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, Public
Broadcasting System of South
Texas, Coastal Bend Health
Education Center, Pecan Valley
AHEC, Texas Board of Nurse
Examiners, and Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board.
Editor's Note:  For further infor-
mation on the partnership or on
admission, e-mail
susan.medina@mail.tamucc.edu
or call her at 361-825-3321.

Contributor:  Susan Medina is the
Instructional Designer for the eLine
Partnership.  She has an MS in
Educational Technology and an MS
in Secondary Education from
TAMU-CC, and a BA in English and
Latin and an MA in Classics from
Texas Tech University.

The Texas Rural Health Asso-
ciation convened a meeting in

Austin in May of representatives
of academic centers that provide
services and programs to rural
Texas and health-related associa-
tions.  This was the second gath-
ering to share what is being done
and what works and doesn’t
work for rural areas.  Of those
attending, 17 were from 8 aca-
demic centers and 18 were from
10 health-related associations.
Steve Shelton, executive director
of the AHEC at UT Medical
Branch (UTMB), was facilitator.

Carol Stehley, North Texas
Health Sciences Center, and
TRHA board member, reported
on the first meeting.  The group
has identified the need to get
health career students in the
pipeline early, to reconsider
admission criteria, to increase the
investment a person has in a rural
setting, and to enhance the per-
ception of family practice to
encourage more applicants.

Mary Wainwright, TRHA past
president, described the new
TRHA and TRDC partnership to
bring health care and economic
interests to the same table.

Dr. Lisa Nash, UTMB, dis-
cussed the Medical Branch’s
development of a Rural Training
Track (RTT) for Texas.  She re-
ported that physicians often go to
where they had residency train-
ing; therefore, rural residency
slots are a critical step in address-
ing maldistribution of physicians.
Of residents who participated in
the RTT, 76 entered rural practice.

Dr. Dennis LaRavia, Texas
A&M University, reported on the
development of rural tracts and
identified the need for financial
support.  He explored grants
available for training programs.

Dr. John Bolding, University of
North Texas, discussed “rural life
style” weekends to help students

connect with a community and
stressed that matching was
important for success.  "Commu-
nity trust" was cited by Dr.
LaRavia as the key to having a
new graduate provider stay in the
community.  He said that in a
study of retention, two-thirds of
physicians recruited left within
six years, largely due to spouse
issues and isolation.

Kathy Becan-McBride, UT
Houston School of Public Health,
reported on border health initia-
tives:  reaching into local school
for student and community
education and distance learning

for professionals.
Dr. Bill Thompson, Baylor

College of Medicine, provided a
handout on CME and outreach
programs that serve rural Texas.
Education programs include
those on a “touch screen” to
promote learning for those wait-
ing in clinics and for mobile vans.

Dr. Carlos Valbona reported on
Health Sciences for Health Profes-
sions started in the Rio Grande
Valley.

TRHA plans to reconvene this
key group in the future to con-
tinue the dialogue.
Reporter--Lolly Lockhart, PhD, RN

Academic Center, Association Representatives Convene



TRHA, founded in 1984:
• Promotes rural health as a distinct concern in Texas
• Is a strong voice unifying concerned citizens,

leaders, officials, providers & groups/businesses
working to improve rural health in Texas

• Advocates for rural health and promotes an
improved health system for rural Texans

• Provides a forum to exchange and distribute
information & ideas to improve rural health

• Encourages the development of appropriate health
resources for all rural areas of Texas

The Texas Rural Health Association is a non-profit
organization whose primary goal is to improve the

health of rural Texans.  TRHA is composed of individuals
and organizations dedicated to providing strong
leadership on rural health care issues through advocacy,
communications, and education.

TRHA membership offers you:
• RH FOCUS, a newsletter reporting on current
   Texas rural health issues and activities
• Access to a network of colleagues and resources
• Leadership opportunities to grow & participate on

planning & decision-making bodies
• Involvement in TRHA’s Legislative Network actions
• TRHA’s Legislative Newsletter with late breaking

news & insights on the Texas Legislature
• An annual conference with cutting edge speakers

& programs on today's issues & challenges

You & TRHA:  Making a Healthy Difference for Rural Texans!

Professional Credentials Please list:
___________________________

Work Setting Check one:
❑ Academic    ❑ Cham.Commerce   ❑ City/Cty. Gov.
❑ Community Agency   ❑ Elec.Coop   ❑ Ext.Care.Fac.
❑ Farm Bureau   ❑ FedGovt   ❑ Hm.Hlth.Agency
❑ Hospital    ❑ Priv.Prac.    ❑ Rur.Hlth.Clinic   ❑ St.Gov.
❑ Other___________

Volunteer/Committee Interests Check all applicable:
❑ Board of Directors   ❑ Government Affairs    ❑ Finance
❑ Membership   ❑ Newsletter    ❑ Conference Planning
❑ Education & Community Relations   ❑ Media Relations

TRHA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
MAIL  with payment to: TRHA, PO Box 2337, Austin TX 78768-2337

(If paying with Credit Card, you may Fax application)
QUESTIONS? Call 512/990-7755 • Fax: 512/252-2965  • E-mail: TxRHA@aol.com

Please PRINT
CofC/Corp Name________________________________________
   ATTN. CofC/Corp: designate your indiv. members’ names on
   separate copies of this application & attach to this form.

OR Indiv/Student Name__________________________________

Title/Position____________________________________________

Org/Bus. Name___________________________________________

Org/Bus. Address_________________________________________

City_________________________________ St______ ZIP________

Phone (_____)____________ ext._____    Fax (_____)___________

E-mail _______________________________________

Home Address___________________________________________

City_________________________________ St______ ZIP________

Home Phone (_____)____________   Fax (_____)_____________

E-mail ______________________________________

Membership Categories Select one of six available:
❑ Individual $60
❑ Student $25 (must be registered for 6 course hrs.)
❑Chamber of Commerce/Local Government $250

-register up to 5 persons as individual TRHA members
CORPORATE -3 levels offer blocks of individual memberships,
organizational recognition in quarterly RH FOCUS and in
the Annual Conference program:
❑ Corporate Level Three  $500

-up to 5 individual memberships
❑ Corporate Level Two  $2500

-up to 8 individual memberships
❑ Corporate Level One  $5000

-up to 10 individual memberships, PLUS
-complimentary exhibit space at conference
-3 complimentary conference registrations

Payment Methods Select one:
Membership Dues Year is January 1 -December 31

❑ Enclosed is a check for $______
❑ Charge $_______ to (Check one) ❑ Visa  ❑ MasterCard

Acct#__________________________Expires ___/___
Name (Print)__________________________________
Signature _____________________________________

Your Preferred: Mailing Address ❑ Org/Bus. ❑ Home
E-mail Address ❑ Org/Bus. ❑ Home
Voice Phone # ❑ Org/Bus. ❑ Home
Fax Phone # ❑ Org/Bus. ❑ Home

TRHA Legislative Network   ❑ YES, I’ll Participate-No Fee
County of Residence___________________  Vote Precinct #_____
State Senator________________________________  Dist. #______
State Rep___________________________________  Dist. #______
US Rep_____________________________________  Dist. #______
Other Association Memberships Check all applicable

❑ NRHA ❑TARHC ❑TORCH ❑TRDC ❑Other(s)_______



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT:  Ramsey Longbotham

Cuero; 361/576-2940; wk: RamseyL@tisd.net
hm: longboth@icsi.net

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  Don McBeath
Lubbock; 806/743-1338;
don.mcBeath@ttuhsc.edu

VICE-PRESIDENT:  Jim Shannon
Waco; 254/753-4392  ext. 12
jshannon@texnet.net

TREASURER:  Lolly Lockhart
Austin; 512/476-6580; lollylock@aol.com

SECRETARY:  Steve Bowen
Jacksonville; 903/541-5100;
sbowen@etmc.org

PAST PRESIDENT:  Mary Wainwright
Galveston; 409/772-7884;
mary.wainwright@utmb.edu

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terry Andris  (00-02)

Rockdale;  512/446-2513;
tra@thegateway.net

Barbara Aydlett  (01-03)
Hillsboro; 254/582-7481 ext.316;
baydlett@hillsboro.net

Lurah Bryant  (01-03)
Lufkin; 936/468-5835; bryant@pwahec.org

Becky Conditt  (00-02)
Nacogdoches; 936/468-6916;
bconditt@pwahec.org

Paula S. Faulk (00-02)
Stephenville; 254/968-9715;
faulk@tarleton.edu

Richard Hoeth  (01-03)
Austin; 512/465-1551; rhoeth@tha.org

Susan Jones  (00-02)
Albany; 915/762-2447; susanres@aol.com

Carolyn McCuine  (01-03)
Sulphur Springs; 903/438-3316;
cmccuin@1starnet.com

Helen Miner  (00-02)
Tyler; 903/877-5787; hminer@uthct.edu

Sylvia Rawlings  (01-03)
Arlington; 817/272-3527;
rawlings@uta.edu

Carol Stehly  (00-02)
Fort Worth; 817/735-0225;
cstehly@hsc.unt.edu

Ciro Sumaya  (01-03)
College Station; 979/862-4445;
sumaya@medicine.tamu.edu

Karol Wilhelm  (00-02)
De Leon; 254/893-2010
kwilhelm.ctchc@tachc.org

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS
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INSIDE (page 3-5):
✔Conference Program
✔Hotel Reservation Information
✔Registration Form
YOUR REWARD:
✔15 Packed Hours of Speakers,

Panelists & Networking
✔New Ideas, Real-Life Scenarios
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House Bill 373 of the last
session of the Texas Legisla-

ture required the Center for Rural
Health Initiatives (CRHI) to
establish a Rural Health Founda-
tion to raise money to finance
health programs in rural areas.
Since many national, regional,
and in-state foundations award
grants to nonprofits, but not to
governmental agencies, the CRHI
foundation was established.

Since the foundation’s imple-
mentation and the Legislature’s
placement of CRHI within the
Office of Rural Community
Affairs (ORCA), there has been
discussion about limiting the use
of these funds to only health
issues.  As a result, the word
“health” has been eliminated, and
the foundation funds will be

available now for any project
designed to improve the infra-
structure of a rural community.

This concept was discussed by
many speakers at the 4th Annual
Rural Health Summit in Temple
on May 22.  A consensus among
the attendees indicates that a
comprehensive community
development effort that incorpo-
rates all phases of infrastructure
(water quality, transportation,
housing, police and fire protec-
tion, educational facilities, as well
as health issues) will best serve a
rural community as it strives to
improve quality of life for its
citizens.  As one participant put it,
“I’m as interested that the water
be fit to drink as I am that ad-
equate medical care is available.”
Reporter--Jim Shannon,Vice-President

Rural Foundation Expands Focus
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